
The implementation of a new Tribal tax
structure has been “very successful” over the past
year, according to CRIT officials. 

In June 2004, after working with the State of
Arizona for many
months to clarify its
tax status, CRIT began
the process of
reforming tax policy
on reservation lands. 

The phasing in of
the tax structure
includes businesses or
entities conducting
business on the CRIT
reservation over which
the Tribes has
jurisdiction, including
areas inside the Town

of Parker. 
Over 100 other tribes nationwide have similar

tax codes, including several in Arizona.
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Game Wardens save child’s life

Two CRIT Fish & Game Wardens were
recognized recently by the CRIT Tribal
Council for their heroic work in saving a
drowning child. 

Daniel Martinez and Robin Martinez (no
relation) were attending the National Native
American Fish & Wildlife Society Conference
on the Mississippi Choctaw Reservation when,
as they walked near their hotel’s pool, they
came across a young boy who had drowned.

The two immediately began performing
CPR on the child, who had been dragged out
of the pool by a playmate and was not
breathing at the time. They also noticed that
the child’s stomach was bloated and that he
wasn’t moving at all. 

Daniel Martinez called 911 while Robin

Martinez performed the initial CPR, and then
they worked together for an estimated 3-5
minutes to resuscitate the child. 

The child finally began breathing again
just as paramedics arrived, and he appeared to
make a full recovery and was unharmed. 

The CRIT Tribal Council gave a special
award to Daniel and Robin for their actions. 

“Your act shines brightly on the Colorado
River Indian Tribes and the Fish & Game
Department,” wrote Tribal Chairman Daniel
Eddy, Jr. in a letter to the two. “Further, I am
sure the parents of this child are deeply
gratified in your unselfish performance.
Therefore, on behalf of myself and the CRIT
Tribal Council, we take pride in thanking you
for your act of heroism.”

It’s official — La Paz Lands returned to CRIT
16,000 acres north and south of I-10
were taken in early 20th Century

A struggle that has lasted for almost a century
is now over. 

The La Paz Lands, a massive tract of land off
Interstate 10 south of the current reservation, has
been restored to the Tribes thanks to a measure
passed by the United States Congress and signed
a few days ago by President Bush.

CRIT had been working for 90 years to regain

this land, which was unjustly taken by the Federal
Government during the administration of
President Woodrow Wilson.

The United State Senate passed the
legislation in late July, following the U.S. House
of Representatives, which passed the bill in April.

The newly restored 16,000 acres are part of
CRIT’s ancestral homeland and were first
recognized as part of the Colorado River Indian
Reservation by President Abraham Lincoln and
later expanded by President U.S. Grant. In 1915,

the parcel was taken from the Tribe by President
Wilson through an executive order.

It was then that a large mining company
approached the Tribes to secure a lease for a
silver mining operation on what are known as the
“La Paz Lands.” When CRIT refused, the
company lobbied Wilson to cut the La Paz Lands
from the reservation.  Wilson gave in to the
mining interests and issued an executive order

New tax structure
creates revenue
for child programs

CRIT Fish & Game Wardens Robin Martinez (second from left) and Daniel Martinez (right) received an
award from the CRIT Tribal Council for their heroic work in saving a child who had drowned in a pool.
Pictured with Oran Yazzie, Lead Officer (left) and David Martinez, Chief.

Please see TAX, Page 12

“Many businesses
and taxpayers have
said to us that they
believe we should
have the right to tax
just as any other
government agency
does.”

— Rayford Patch
Director, CRIT Dept. of
Revenue and  Finance

Please see LANDS, Page 12
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News, information from your Tribal Government
Chairman Daniel Eddy Jr.

Vice Chairman Russell Welsh 
Tribal Council: Sylvia “Cindy” Homer (Secretary),

Eldred Enas (Treasurer), Dennis Patch,
Ray Aspa, Sr., Herman “TJ” Laffoon,

Valerie Welsh-Tahbo, Fernando “Bo” Flores

Ellsbury a role model for
Native American youth

CRIT Fish & Game Wardens Robin Martinez
and Daniel Martinez probably hoped they would
never have to use their life-saving CPR training
when they originally took the class. 

But while they attended a conference in
Mississippi recently, their training became a
matter of life and death. 

They came across a drowning child at their
hotel swimming pool, and immediately sprang
into action, performing CPR on the child for
several minutes and saving the young boy’s life. 

Their actions were selfless, immediate and
heroic, and are worthy of the praise and
recognition they’ve received from the CRIT
Tribal Council and others. 

It’s also a reflection on the CRIT Fish & Game
Department that its trained personnel could react
so quickly in such a critical situation, and
accomplish lifesaving tasks. 

And it’s yet another example of CRIT Tribal
members and employees accomplishing
significant things — sometimes as part of a
planned effort, and sometimes by responding
correctly in an emergency.

Wardens’ quick action saves
life, earns deserved praise

Hard work. Dedication. Practice. Hustle. 
They almost seem like cliches, used over and

over again on the youth of today to encourage
them to become everything they can become. 

And then, someone like Jacoby Ellsbury
comes along, and suddenly, there’s proof-positive
that these principles are truly a recipe for success. 

Ellsbury is, in many ways, an average young
college student. Except that he plays baseball.

Except that he was just drafted in the first
round by the World Series Champion Boston Red
Sox. And that he was named a first-team All-
American by Baseball America Magazine. And that
he hit an astonishing .413 his junior year of
college, leading the Oregon State baseball team
to the College World Series. 

He’s also a Native American. He’s a CRIT
tribal member, and while he’s lived in Oregon
most of his life, he spent a lot of time on the
CRIT reservation as a child. 

He has the potential to become one of the
most significant Native American athletes ever, in
any sport. But you would never know it from
talking to him. 

When you talk to him, you feel like you’re
talking to a regular person. A young man who
works hard, who is dedicated, who practices his
sport and hustles when he does it. 

Jacoby Ellsbury’s success may make him a star.
But it’s his other qualities that make him
something even more important. A role model. 

How far should a people go to correct an
injustice done upon them?

How much perseverance does it take to work
for 90 years for what is right, and to struggle to
reclaim what is rightfully ours?

A few days ago, President Bush signed into
law the Colorado River Indian Reservation
Boundary Correction Act. For most people
across the country, it was just another piece of
legislation. But for the people of the Colorado
River Indian Tribes, it was the end of a 90-year
journey, and the correction of an injustice. 

Ninety years ago, the Federal Government
took 16,000 acres of CRIT land without our
permission, and without any compensation. 

Since then, literally hundreds of CRIT
members have written letters, made phone calls
and otherwise worked to convince the
government that the decision made by the
Wilson administration to take our lands was
wrong. People like the late Senator Barry

Goldwater joined CRIT members in the fight.
More recently, U.S. Congressmen Raul Grijalva
and Rick Renzi and Senators John McCain and
Jon Kyl have been very helpful. Even The Arizona
Republic weighed in to support CRIT.

Now, that fight has been won. 
It took 90 years. Ninety years. But perhaps

that’s not the point. 
The La Paz Lands belonged to ALL

members of our Tribes. They were the lands our
ancestors walked on. They were part of our
culture, our heritage, our being. 

When they were taken from us, we lost
something that many people couldn’t
understand. We lost something that was part of
our past; we lost something that belonged to us.

Was a 90-year effort to reclaim these lands
worth it? Was the hard work of CRIT members
over the course of many decades worthwhile?

Now that we’re at the end of  the journey,
it’s clear that the answer is a resounding “Yes!”

Want to comment on what you see here?

The Manataba Messenger encourages
letters to the editor. 

We will publish a maximum of 250
words; longer letters will be edited for

length. You may send letters to:
Route 1, Box 23-B
Parker, AZ  85344

You may also e-mail letters to
critnews@aol.com

A successful end to a 90-year journey

Two CRIT departments have made changes
to their fee structures for the services they
provide to Tribal members. 

Enrollment Department Fees

The Tribal Council recently passed a
measure increasing the fees for a Tribal ID card
and other identification. 

• First Tribal ID card: Free
• Duplicate Tribal ID card: $12 (includes any

change of address, name change, new photo,
broken ID, signature smearing, etc.)

• Tribal Employee ID card: $12
• Certified copy of birth certificate: $3
• Certified Degree of Indian Blood: $1.50
The Enrollment Department is not

responsible for care and maintenance of IDs.
Additionally, all ID costs must be paid upon

request. The Enrollment Office will no longer
be accepting promissory notes. 

For more information, call the Enrollment
Department at (928) 669-1240.

Fish & Game Department Fees

The following fees will apply to services
provided by CRIT Fish & Game:

• A $10 service fee shall apply to all residents
on the reservation, members and non-members,
for Fish & Game services. 

• Tags/License for pets and livestock: $5 per
year. Must have rabies vaccination certificate.

• Impoundment: $5 per day per animal
(livestock will be charged for feed, handling).

• Euthanasia: $5 cats, $10 small dogs, $20
large dogs.

• Removal of cats and dogs: $10 for under 40
pounds, $20 for over 40 pounds (does not
include $10 service fee).

• Roundup of livestock: $15 per hour, per
livestock inspector.

• Removal of deceased cats and dogs: $30.
• CRIT Fish & Game does not have the

resources to provide removal of dead livestock as
a routine service; the service is meant to be a last
resort. The cost is $15 per hour per livestock
inspector, plus any dumping and equipment
charges. If the dead animals pose a health threat
to the inspectors, the service may be denied. 

• The cost of disposal is as follows: Sheep
$30, Goats $30, Pigs $30, Horses $60, Cattle $60,
Donkeys $60. The costs include the $10 service
fee mentioned above. 

Fish & Game, Enrollment change their fees

Serviceman gives address to friends
My name is Richard P. Tahbo. I’m the son of

Lorenzo and Valerie Tahbo. I am serving my
country in the U.S. Army as I have for five years
now. I am also serving my fourth tour in Iraq in
the Tel Afar City area, in the northern region.
I’m writing hoping that you’ll put my address in
The Manataba Messenger. I receive mail from
family and friends. I just thought you’d put it in
for my friends that don’t have my address and
anyone willing to write. Thank you for your time.  

Sgt. Richard Tahbo 
You may write Sgt. Tahbo at this mailing address:
FOX TRP 2/3 ACR
APO/AE 09379
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Upcoming Events
Freddy Fender coming in concert

Legendary musician Freddy Fender will be
performing in the BlueWater Resort & Casino
Bingo Hall on Saturday, Sept. 24.

Fender will perform two shows, one at 6
p.m. and the other at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are on
sale now at the BlueWater gift shop. 

They are $22 in advance and $27 the day-
of-show.

Dig Lounge provides entertainment

Here are the artists performing in the Dig
Lounge in August and early September:

• August 9-14: DNA, a variety dance band
playing Rhythm & Blues, Motown, Top 40
Dance and classic rock.

• August 16-21: American Made, with a
female fronting a four-piece band and playing
a full variety of dance music from the 50s and
60s, disco, country, Top 40 and oldies.

• August 23-28: Swift Kick, a female
fronting a three-piece band specializing in
current dance music and selections from the
50s and 60s.

• August 30-Sept. 4: Chain Gang, a female
fronting a three-piece band playing classic
rock, dance music and Top 40.

The Dig Lounge is newly remodeled and
has a variety of amenities for sports fans,
including eight 42-inch plasma screen TVs, a
160-inch high-definition projection screen and
multi-denomination gaming. 

Miss CRIT Pageant coming in Sept.

Applications are being accepted for the
44th Annual Miss Colorado River Indian Tribes
pageants.  

Young ladies between the ages of 6 and 24
who are members of CRIT may pick up
applications at the Tribal Administration
Office, CRIT Library or Career Development
Office, at First Avenue and Agency Road in
Parker. 

The Senior Miss winner receives a
$2,000.00 scholarship. The deadline for entries
is 5 p.m. on Sept. 2nd. 

Points will be issued to those contestants
who submit their application prior to the
deadline, so don’t wait.  

The annual Ms. CRIT tribal extravaganza is
slated for Sept. 23-24th, the weekend prior to
CRIT’s 33rd Annual Native American Days
celebration, at the Manataba Park Stage
beginning at 8 p.m.  

For more information, please contact
Valerie Welsh-Tahbo at 669-5548 or Flora
Gieonety at 669-9285. 

Fashion Show fundraiser planned

The 6th Annual “Evening with Royalty”
Native American Fashion Show is scheduled
for November 25th at the BlueWater Resort
and Casino. 

The event is a fundraiser for the Miss CRIT
Scholarship Fund, and is open to any Native
American seamstress/designer. 

For more information, contact Valerie at
(928) 669-5548.  

Jacoby Ellsbury’s baseball career
sparkles as he’s named to All-American
honors, drafted by Boston Red Sox

It’s been quite a year for CRIT member
Jacoby Ellsbury. 

The Oregon resident and student at Oregon
State University was profiled in The Manataba
Messenger a year ago for his success on the
baseball field. 

Since then, however, his achievements have
surprised even him. 

Ellsbury earned First-Team All-American
honors this year at Oregon State, batting over
.400 for the season and helping his team reach
the College World Series.

And not only that, Ellsbury became a first-
round draft pick of the defending World Series
Champion Boston Red  Sox, where he will play
outfield in the same organization as All-Stars
Johnny Damon and Manny Ramirez.

Ellsbury signed a contract with the Red Sox
in early July, and since then has been playing with
a “short season” team in New England. 

“Being drafted by the defending World
Champions and and going to the College World
Series are both dreams come true, and they
happened within a week,” he said. 

“It’s definitely been a surprise the way
everything has happened, but it’s also what I had
hoped for and worked for all along. Playing for a
team like Oregon State and being in the Pac-10,
you hope to go to the College World Series, but
the chances are slim. It was a great experience to
get to go.”

He said there’s a chance he could move up to
the regular minor leagues this year, but he’s more
likely to play in either A, AA or AAA leagues next
year. After the season ends for his current team
in October, he’s scheduled to go to an
instructional league in Florida. 

Ellsbury said it was particularly exciting being
drafted by the defending champions. 

“I had an opportunity to take batting practice
at Fenway Park last year,” he said, referring to the
home stadium for the Red Sox. “It’s an awesome
place to play, with great fans and a great
atmosphere.”

Ellsbury said that his success has been
gratifying to him as well because he’s Native

American, and there are not a lot of prominent
Native Americans in professional sports. 

“I’m sure a lot of people see me as a role
model, so to speak, so it’s important to me,” he
said. “I know a lot of kids on the reservations look
up to you and see that there’s a shot for them.”

Ellsbury is half Navajo, from the Zuni Red
Running Into Water Clan on his mother’s side.
His late grandparents are Franklin J. McCabe Sr.
and Alice C. McCabe of Parker. His mother is
Margie McCabe Ellsbury, who is the designer of
the present day CRIT Tribal Flag. She resides in
Madras, Oregon with three other boys: Matt,
Tyler, and Spencer. 

His aunt, Emily Allison, expressed the
sentiments of many of his family members when
talking about Ellsbury.

“We are extremely proud of Jacoby,” she said.
“He has led a drug-free lifestyle while being
heavily engaged in his ball playing. He is a role
model for CRIT youth and all Native Americans
across the nation.”

CRIT member Jacoby Ellsbury is making a huge splash
in the world of baseball.

CRIT member’s success continues

Volunteers wanted for Native American Days
The organizers of the 33rd Annual Native

American Days celebration have issued a call for
volunteers for the event. 

Native American Days will be celebrated Sept.
29 to October 1. The Miss CRIT Pageants will be
part of the events, and will be held the previous
weekend, Sept. 23-24. 

The theme of this year’s event is
“Preservation of Native Life.” Activities will
include Pow-Wows, drum contests, dance contests
and other festivities.

The Native American Days Committee is
welcoming volunteers to help with the logistics
for the events. 

A volunteer fair for the event was held on July
29th, just before the publication date of this
issue. However, those interested in volunteering
may still contact Ron Charles, Committee
Chairman, by calling (928) 669-6757. You may

also call this number for more information and a
schedule of events and activities.

Additionally, all persons conducting business
or trade at the Native American Days Celebration
Pow-Wow are required to obtain a business
license and pay a license fee. 

These licenses may be obtained at the CRIT
Department of Revenue and Finance, located at
1000 West Agency Road in Parker (85344), or by
calling (928) 669-2711.

CRIT’s 33rd Annual Native American Days

WHEN: September 29-October 1
WHERE: Manataba Park

ALSO: Miss CRIT Pageant, Sept. 23-24
FOR MORE INFO: (928) 669-6757
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Your One-Stop Shop for Your
Everyday Floral & Gift Needs!

Flowers • House Plants • Gifts •
Potpourri • Yankee Candles •

Chocolates Potions & Lotions •  
Pet Supplies • Dry Cleaning (Monday,

Wednesday and Friday)

FREE delivery available throughout 
La Paz County, CRIT and Blythe

915 Arizona Avenue
Parker, Arizona  85344
Phone (928) 669-2542

Toll-free (866) 669-2542

Now Providing Dry Cleaning Service!

CRIT divers recognized
for canal rescue effort

Members of the CRIT Police
Department, Parker Police
Department and CRIT Fire
Department were recognized
recently for their work in
rescuing a community member
when her car went in the main
canal. The woman was trapped in
the car submerged in water, but
the divers got her out in time to
prevent any injury.

From left to right, CRIT

Police Lieutenant Anton Cozteea,
Parker Police diver Carl
Hartzmetz, CRIT Fire Captain
Robin Aspa and CRIT Fire
Captain Daniel Pompa received a
Life Saving Award from the CRIT
Law & Order Department for
their efforts. 

CRIT congratulates these
officers on their efforts  and
appreciates the tremendous job
they did in saving a life. 

California State Rep. Bonnie
Garcia represents the CRIT
population in California. The
Manataba Messenger recently
interviewed her about Native
American issues and other topics. 

Q: You have a large and unique
district —what areas does it cover?

A: The 80th
Assembly District
boundaries start
near the Morongo
Reservation,
include most of
the Coachella
Valley and seven
sovereign nations,
and heads east to
Blythe and
outlying areas on
the Colorado River.  It also includes
all of Imperial County, extending
south to the Mexican border at
Calexico.

Q: What committees do you serve
on in the Assembly?

A: I am the Vice-Chair of the
Assembly Committee on Housing
and Community Development, and
serve on committees for
Governmental Organization (G.O.),

and Jobs, Economic Development
and the Economy. The work being
undertaken by the G.O. Committee
is extremely important for our
district, as I represent many
sovereign nations, and compact and
regulatory issues being discussed will
have long term implications.  In my
capacity as Tribal Liaison for the
Assembly Republican Caucus, I strive
to help our members understand the
impacts of proposed legislation on
sovereign nations, help them
develop relationships with tribal
leaders around the state, and
promote working partnerships with
local government. 

Q: How has California’s Native
American population affected the
way you approach your time in the
Assembly?

A: The tribes, local governments
and state elected officials have
created a strong working relationship
through the Tribal Alliance of
Sovereign Indian Nations and
Coachella Valley Association of
Governments that has become the
model for other areas of the state.
Our shared goals demonstrate how a

Manataba Messenger interviews:
California Rep. Bonnie Garcia

Cal. State Rep.
Bonnie Garcia

Please see GARCIA, Page 11
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CRIT BRIEFS
News from around the Colorado River

Indian Tribes Reservation

Fire Department gets AED machines

The CRIT Fire Department has received four
Automated Electronic Defibrillators
(AED)through the Arizona Western Council of
Emergency Medical Services.  

This was a grant made available to the AZ
Department of Health Services (ADHS) Bureau
of Emergency Medical Services through the Rural
Access to Emergency Devices Act Grant Program.
Mr. Mark Sanford, former Volunteer Firefighter,
was instrumental in obtaining these AEDs. 

These AEDs are to be used to help a Cardiac
Arrest patient (heart attack) in lifesaving
procedures.  The AEDs are assigned to each Fire
Rescue Vehicle so that they may be available at all
medical scenes. Please visit the Fire Department
web page at www.critonline.com under the Fire
Department page in “Tribal Departments” for
more information regarding CPR, Personnel and
other information.  

Controlled burn guidelines provided

The CRIT Fire Department would like to
remind Tribal members about regulations
concerning controlled burns.

Burnings must take place from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on days with good atmospheric conditions,
and cannot cause a nuisance. No gasoline or tires
may be used to start fires, and an adult must be
on site with the burn at all times. 

Open burning shall be conducted at least 75
feet from structures, and at least 100 feet from
any body of water. The fire must be extinguished
when winds exceed 10 miles per hour or when
ordered by any CRIT Fire Department member. 

Please call the CRIT Fire Department at (928)
662-4388 before any burn and for a full set of
guidelines for controlled burns.

Cultural Tourism receives grants

The CRIT Cultural Tourism Office has
received two grants from the State of Arizona to
provide marketing and advertising funds to
attract people to the reservation. 

Additionally, the office has been working with

organizations statewide that promote tourism
throughout rural and Native American areas. For
more information on the Office’s efforts, call Ron
Charles at (928) 669-6757.

PIHC provides prescription tips

The Parker Indian Health Center has an
automated refill request telephone line. It
requires a touch-tone phone, your chart number
and your prescription number.

This service is available 24-hours a day, 7 days
a week for your convenience. You may reach it
locally by calling (928) 669-3206 or (928) 669-
3206 outside the local calling area.

When the line answers, enter your chart
number, then press the “#” sign. Press 2 for
pharmacy options, and press 1 for refills. Then,
enter the prescription number, and press the “#”
sign, or Press 8 to speak to a pharmacy staff
member. If this option is not in service, call the
hospital directly at (928) 669-2137 and ask for
pharmacy. Refills can not be requested through
this system on the same day of an appointment in
the hospital.

New Crime Line opened by CRIT PD

The CRIT Law and Order Department has
started a new crime tip line. The phone and e-
mail address can be used 24 hours a day to report
knowledge of any crime on tithe reservation. 

The line can help all of us keep the
community safe. It is anonymous. 

Anyone who sees a crime or suspects illegal
activity should call the tip line at (928) 669-5341,
or e-mail critpolice@yahoo.com

Deadline near for Pueblo Grande

The early deadline for Native Americans to
reserve space to display their artwork at the 29th
Annual Indian Market, set for Dec. 10-11 at
Steele Indian School Park in Phoenix, is August
31, according to Market Director Isaac Curley.

Typically, more than 400 artists representing
over 60 Indian Nations from the United States
and Canada attend the annual event which
benefits the 76-year-old Pueblo Grande Museum
and Archaeological Park, located at 4619 E.
Washington Street in Phoenix.

The fee is $250 if paid by August 31, but the
fee increases to $300 after the deadline. For
individuals wishing to share a booth, the
additional charge is $100. For information on

Indian Market, call the Pueblo Grande Museum
at (602) 495-0901, (877)706-4408 or visit
www.pgmarket.org on the Internet.

Writing Contest open to grades 9-12

Native Women in Agriculture is sponsoring
the second annual Native Women in Agriculture
Writing Competition. 

The topic is “Healthy Land for Healthy
People: How Are They Connected?” The
competition is open to Native American women
and men between the grades of 9-12 and those
who have graduated in May or August 2005. 

Writers are required to be an enrolled
member of a federally recognized tribe. Last
year's winners were flown with their guardian to
Florida to attend the National Indian in
Agriculture Conference held at Hard Rock
Casino and Hotel, which was a memorable
weeklong stay paid for by the Native Women in
Agriculture organization. 

The deadline for submissions is October 15th.
For more information, call Doreen Welsh at
(928) 669-2711.

Junior Marines seeking commander

The CRIT Junior Marines organization
looking for a new volunteer Commander. Bruce
Poolaw had been Commander, but is stepping
down because of work conflicts. 

The person should have military experience
or be someone who can coordinate activities and
get volunteers to help out. The CRIT Junior
Marines have been around since 2003 and have
attended various parades and community events.
They learn discipline, teamwork, drill,
camaraderie and community service. 

Anyone interested can call Poolaw at (928)
669-8081 or (928) 669-3514.

Seized property available for pickup

The CRIT Police Department’s inventory of
evidence/property exceeds their current storage
capacity. All evidence/property not claimed
within 30 days will be destroyed. Proof of
ownership and a picture I.D. are required for the
release of all property. Viewing of the
evidence/property will not be permitted.
Evidence/property collected for pending
criminal cases will not be released. Please contact
Evidence Technician Jesse Flores at (928) 669-
1254 to retrieve your property.

West Nile Virus found in mosquitoes on CRIT lands
Second straight year disease has been
found; no humans or animals affected

Mosquitoes with the West Nile virus were
found in a trap on the CRIT Reservation in
Poston on July 5.

The mosquito responsible for breeding the
West Nile virus was found in a trap set by Indian
Health Service, Office of Environmental Health.  

Culex Tarsalas, the mosquito which breeds
the West Nile virus, was detected in a trap located
near the Mo-Chem area.  

As a result of this report, the CRIT
Environmental Protection Office will continue
their current efforts to address mosquito
breeding areas on the reservation.  

“We are not surprised at the finding,” said
Diana De Leon, Director for CRIT
Environmental Protection.

“West Nile has been in Arizona for years, and
with Arizona being the epicenter of West Nile last
year, we knew we would have to get a head start
on things this year.”   

The CRIT Environmental Protection office
has been working with CRIT Fish & Game,
Indian Health Services, La Paz County Health
Department and local pest control businesses to
strategize for this very reason.    

As a precaution, CRIT Environmental
Protection Office and Fish and Game have been
applying larvicides to designated areas on the
reservation since last month.  

CRIT Environmental has launched a
community-wide awareness campaign so that the
public can take necessary steps to reduce their
risk of mosquito bites and to eliminate mosquito-
breeding areas.  

According to Tribal Chairman Daniel Eddy,
Jr., “We are taking the necessary steps to get the
word out about West Nile and we want to ensure
the public that our Environmental Office is
working hard to address this issue in the most
effective way possible.”  

In the meantime, residents of the CRIT
reservation with questions or concerns about
West Nile Virus are encouraged to call the CRIT
Environmental Protection Office at (928) 662-
4336.  
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Submit photos now, 
win money in October

There were a record number  of
entries in The Manataba Messenger
photo contest for the August 2005
issue. Jenni Patch’s rose above the
rest, however, and she’s the winner
of this month’s contest for her

photo of son Camden Cuadras in
the bathtub (upper right). She will
receive $100 for her entry.

Second prize goes to Hanna
Tiger, for her photos of seniors
sleeping while coming back from a
trip on a van (lower right). She will
receive $50 for her entry.

Third place went to Layla Nez
for her photo of daughter
Cassandra Lillian Huff trying to
play the piano. She will receive $25. 

The rest of the eligible photos
were too good not to print, so we’re
displaying all of them here. 

The photo contest will take
place in every issue! The next issue
will come out around October 1st.
The deadline for submissions for
the photo contest is September 15.
You must be a tribal member to be
eligible. Additionally, no
professional portraits are eligible.

To enter, just send your picture
to the following address and e-mail:
Manataba Messenger, C/O Rose &
Allyn Public Relations, 7051 E. 5th
Avenue  Suite B, Scottsdale, AZ
85251. Or just e-mail the entry to
critnews@aol.com.

Six-month-ld Anselam Drennan, submitted by parents Helen
Ameelyenah and Allen Drennan.

Andrew Welsh, age 3, submitted by aunt
Josephine Scott.

Talyn Manley with his dad, Jonas Manley.
Submitted by Flora Geionety.

Terrilynn Little submitted this photo of a brush fire at Mile Post 8 on
Mohave Road.

Honorable
Mentions

Photo contest includes
variety of entries 
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Savannah Marissa Miller before the Indian
Days baby contest. Taken by Doris Burns.

Natalie
Drennan
Chapman
submitted this
photo of her
home site. The
home is now
near
completion, a
dream come
true for her
family.

Michele Kealoha submitted this photo of Richard Esquerra and his
daughter, Olivia.

Darci Luddington took this picture of friends in Ireland, where she did
a five-week study program. 

Joe “Rabbit” Nungaray, 3, and Ricky Diaz, 11. Submitted by Sacheen
Nungaray.

Mae Redhouse of Poston
with her great-
granddaughter, Lily Henry.
Submitted by Henry
Redhouse. 

Savannah Marissa Miller asleep in her high
chair, taken by mother Rose Anne Drennan.

Seneca Nizhoni Enas is the daughter of Joseph Enas and Terri Lewis.
Terri submitted the picture. 
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Colorado River 
Building Materials

A Full-Service Hardware
Store & Lumberyard

600 Riverside Drive
Parker, Arizona  85344

(928) 669-9254

Plans for new Wal-Mart
center progressing
Lease work currently being completed;
final approval expected by summer’s end

Work on a new Wal-Mart shopping center across
from the Safeway Plaza in Parker is progressing, with
final approvals expected to take place by the end of
the summer. 

CRIT and Wal-Mart Stores are in the final stages
of negotiating a deal to bring the retailer to tribal
land, just across from the Safeway Plaza.

Ultimately, the Tribal Council will decide on the
final lease agreement, a vote which is expected to
come soon. 

Tribal officials say the project would provide a
new economic engine for the community.

As proposed, the new store will be approximately
100,000 square feet and include groceries as well as
general merchandise. 

The store is expected to open in 2006.
In addition to creating more shopping choices

for area residents and tribal members, the economic
impact from the shopping center for CRIT will be
substantial.  

The new store will create an estimated 200 new
jobs and up to $400,000 per year in sales tax revenue
for CRIT. 

The additional revenue will be used to fund and
enhance tribal health care, elder services, public
safety and meet other needs and services provided by
the Tribes.

Gil Harper of the Library’s staff instructs children in the Johnson O’Malley Summer Enrichment Camp
on how to make paper mache gourds. 

The CRIT Library participated in the Johnson O’Malley program’s Summer Enrichment
Camp this year. The library provided programs on reading, crafts, computer skills and
dancing during the four-week program. Twenty-five students participated in the camp. 

Library staff members Amelia Flores (Director), Jackie Heredia (Parker High School
teacher) and Elizabeth Brodin (dance and yoga instructor) helped teach the children. 

Kids enjoy library learning programs

The team working to start a
CRIT Family Drug Court attended
the second of four conferences in
Tucson in late June to learn how
to start the program. 

Thanks to funding from the
Justice Department, “Building the
Spirit of the Team” provided CRIT
staff with additional background
on how Family Drug Courts work. 

CRIT is hoping to start a
Family Drug Court to deal with
the problems families coping with

drug addiction face, especially
methamphetamies. 

CRIT has applied for a grant
to fund the court, but will not find
out the result until October. In the
meantime, the team is trying to
see how they can incorporate the
benefits of drug court into the
existing legal system. 

The staff said they are excited
about the progress they are
making and are looking forward
to it becoming a reality.

Drug court effort continues

Seated (l to r): Chief Judge Neil Flores; Lola Wood, Tribal Attorney; Janice Patch,
CPS; Valerie Welsh-Tahbo, Tribal Council; Ray Barnett, Criminal Investigator,
CRIT Police. Standing: David Harper, ASAP; Erynne Holmstrom, Legal Aid
Director; Iris Leivas, DHSS; Coach Jo Ann Harris, Tara Ferris, Court Clerk.
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California member honored by newspaper
Andrew Mendoza, a CRIT member in Anaheim,

California, was honored in The Orange County Register
as a Scholar-Athlete of the Week.

Andrew is the son of CRIT member Susan Mendoza,
and is the grandson of Rufina Allen and great-grandson
of Angelita Bernal. 

He has been selected Valedictorian of his high-
school graduating class and will be attending the
University of California-Los Angeles in the fall. He is a
two-year letterman in track and field, and is active in
academic programs at his school.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
August 8 — Happy Birthday “Dude!!!” And many

more to YOU!!! Love, Roxane Robledo and family. 
August 8 — Happy B-day to you too Jayroe Van

Fleet. Love, your cousin, Roxane Robledo.
August 8 — HAPPY BIRTHDAY Randy T. Holt. I can’t

believe you did it. I hope you are reading this somewhere
in Kuwait. 

August 8 — To Ashley Dawn Mike. Heapy Birthday!!
Love, your aunt Roxane.

August 8 — To Dale Short Sr. Here’s to you! Happy
birthday! From Roxane and Victor Robledo.

September 8 — To Joe Robledo. Happy Birthday!!!!!!
Have a good one! Victor, Roxane and Tianna Robledo.

September 9 — A special Happy Birthday wish to my
dear daughter, Tianna Vinae Robledo! Happy 9th
Birthday! “Showers of Blessings” to you! Love MOM.

September 10 — Prancine Stewart. Hey girl, I never
forget your birthday. I hope you get a few nice surprises
on your birthday. You deserve them! A friend, Roxane
Robledo.

September 13 — Jordan Robledo. Happy 13th
Birthday!! God bless you always! Love, Dad, Roxane and
Tianna Robledo.

September 14 — Happy, happy birthday to my

brother, Tommy Mike, Jr. Thanks for being you! Love and
laughter, Rox and Tianna.

September 30th — HAPPY birthday wishes to
LaWanda Laffoon. Love, Roxane Robledo and family. 

———————
Happy 5th Birthday David Zion

Gonzales-Tiger, August 1. To Nama’s
King, With Lots of Love

Happy 2nd Birthday Jazmine Jade
Bender, August 31, To Nama’s Queen,
With Lots of Love

Happy Birthday to Moms Little
MaMa, Terressa Marie Gonzales,
September 9

God Bless you Tess, I pray the
Lord continue to shine upon you and
grant you the desire of heart baby.
Continue to shine for your daughter
and allow the Lord to Bless you to be a
good example to your family. Love
Mom, Lynnis and Tomi

Happy 28th Anniversary to the
Greatest Parents, David & Camilla
Craig, September 6. Thank you for all
that you do for me and your wonderful
granddaughters, for putting up with me,
for just being who you both are.
God has certainly blessed you
both beyond measure. I pray the
Lord continue to shine upon
both of you and grant you more
years. Your Daughter, Not
Spoiled Just Well Taken Care of.

Happy Birthday Day
Terressa Marie Gonzales, September 9. I Love you very
much, thank you for everything you do for me and
especially putting up with me. Love Chris

Happy 2nd Birthday Day To My Princess Jazmine

Jade Bender. Daddy Loves you a Bunch
———————

I would like to wish my son Ozzy Yazzie happy 1st
birthday, as well as SunSun Elmer’s 6th birthday, Mykah
Aspa’s 4th birthday and Malcolm Elmer’s 2nd birthday.
Hope you are all safe and happy. I am. Love all of  you. 

— From the family and friends here in Albuquerque,
N.M. From Jacque, Bennie, Sandra, David, Precell,
Jonothan, Dante and everyone else.

———————
Sgt. Richard P. Tahbo, can never ever be so proud of

you, prayers are constant as we know of your missions
that put you in harms way on a daily basis. We love,
miss, and wish we could be barbecuing on the river with
you on your special day.  Happy Birthday “Rock,” August
3rd. From Dad, Mouse (Mom), and the rest of the troop at
home.

Tayla Tahbo, August 28th, to our lovely queen (Jr.
Miss CRIT). You bring us laughter and grace us with your
presence. Happy birthday. Love Mouse, Dad, and
younger brother Sun (believe that?).

———————
♥♥♥ Happy Sweet 16 Hepah Liegh. Love, Momma,

Kiki and Mana

Congratulations to Captain
Richard Draper

CRIT Fire Captain Richard
Draper received his Associates of
Arts Degree in Fire Science from
Arizona Western College on May
24th. Congratulations from your
fellow firefighter brothers and
sisters!

———————
The Manataba Messenger welcomes submissions. See

Page 12 for contact information.

Anniversaries, Birthdays & Announcements

“Live Long, Live Strong” puts focus on diabetes prevention
CRIT Recreation’s two-week “Live Long, Live

Strong” program took place in July in an effort to
prevent diabetes among children. The staff
presented children with information on Diabetes
1 and 2, including symptoms, complications and
risk factors. 

Children were asked to search their
cupboards for sugars such as fructose and
sucrose. Classes discussed balancing energy
needed by teens with calorie intake. 

The attendees were taught about proper
dietary habits, and how energy balance is affected
by exercise and diet choices. Fast food nutritional
content and healthy alternatives were discussed.

The children also participated in games, arts
& crafts and other activities, as well as learning
about traditional languages and crafts. Meals
were provided to the students through the CRIT
Special Diabetes Project, and the project’s staff
participated in several of the programs. 

A key part of the program was family
participation, including having elders and the
children take walks together. 

On July 21, the students embarked on a
special trip to San Diego to visit Sea World and
the San Diego Zoo. A banquet was held for the
students prior to their departure. 

The goal of the program was to educate
youth on diabetes and ways the whole family can
adapt their lifestyles to prevent diabetes. 

Why it’s important to attend the Diabetes Clinic
Colorado River Service Unit Diabetes Team

Bringing a better quality of life to the
people of the Colorado River Tribes is the goal
of the Colorado River Service Unit Diabetes
Team. Today, as healthy people, we need to take
responsibility for our health. People with
diabetes can live a healthy life. That’s why it’s so
important to attend your annual diabetes
check-up at Colorado River Service Unit.

During your annual diabetes check-up you
will meet with the Diabetes Team who can assist
you with making better decisions concerning
your overall health and wellness.  Your annual
visit to the Diabetes Clinic is just once a year.
When your at the clinic we can do lab tests
(Urine tests, Blood tests & Hemoglobin A1c
test,), EKG, Immunizations, and you can also
see a dentist. And we can assist you with your
treatment program so you and your family can
learn skills and behaviors for everyday living.

By using your support system at Colorado
River Service Unit, you can share your concerns
with health professionals, other diabetics and
your family members to gain valuable
emotional support and education.  By attending
the Diabetes Clinic just once a year you learn to

take charge of your diabetes rather than letting
diabetes take charge of you.  

You will also keep yourself educated in the
latest health information and advice for leading
a healthy, active life.  For more information,
call your local Diabetes Team members and
keep your appointments with your schedule
Diabetes Clinics. 

You may reach JoAnn Holland with CRSU at
(928) 669-3283.

The seven most important things you
can do for self-care diabetes

1. Control blood sugar.
2. Control blood pressure.
3. Don’t smoke.
4. Eat recommended foods, exercise
everyday.
5. Avoid, treat infections of the bladder
and kidneys.
6. Take medications as prescribed.
7.  Attend Diabetes Clinic and follow up
medical visits regularly.
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Two Tribal youth and two Parker youth
completed the American Legion Law
Enforcement Career Academy at Army National
Guard Camp Navajo in Flagstaff in July.

They were Phillip Poolaw (Tribal member),
Steven Hooper (Tribal Member) Chad Kulp
and Steven Hayes. The four youth are members
of the Parker Police Explorers and this is their
first year attending the Academy. 

There was 31 youth from different Police
Explorer groups from around the state. The
youth were trained in various aspects of police
work, including police tactics, fitness and
investigation.

The youth stayed at the camp barracks and
were monitored by police officers from various
agencies who were their trainers and Advisors.
The training was physical and mentally
demanding and it was a first for many of the

youth to be in a Para- Military environment.
The Cadets graduated on Sunday July 17

and the Parker youth all stated they would
return next year. Poolaw said the training
wasn't easy and it demanded a lot of him, but
he learned how to be part of a team. 

"We all came last Sunday as individuals and
graduated together as a team,” he said. 

The youth will continue the weekly
Explorer Meetings, where they assist the Parker
Police with community events, learn all aspects
of law enforcement by continued training and
learn how to be a good citizen by discipline and
education.

Parker Police Explorers is open to all youth
ages 14-21 years of age. If youth interested may
contact Jared Ford at (928) 669-2264 and pick
up an application at the Parker Police
Department.

CRIT youth complete law enforcement program

Phillip Poolaw, Steven Hayes, Chad Kulp and Steven Hooper from Parker just completed a law-enforcement
academy in Flagstaff. Poolaw and Hooper are CRIT members. 

The Title VII Indian Education Program
provides educational support for Native
American students.  Parker Unified School
District is a recipient of the grant, which
provides funding to improve AIMS test scores,
attendance and the Native American dropout
rate. The Title VII Cultural Enhancement
Program will take place with 4th through 8th
graders at 7:30 a.m. For 30 minutes each day,
students will participate in activities including
computers, art, and yearbook.  

Volunteers are needed for cultural crafts,
language, and singing.  Please contact Kelli
Lee at the Title VII office at (928) 669-2141,
ext 1375, for more details.  

Title VII has other student programs for
academic standards, tutoring and attendance.
For more information, call the number
above, or for more on Title VII, visit
http://www.niea.org/, the National Indian
Education Association web site.

Volunteers needed for Title VIICRIT, BIA receive conservation award
CRIT and the Colorado River Agency of the

Bureau of Indian Affairs recently won the
Regional Water Conservation Award from the
Bureau of Reclamation. 

CRIT and BIA were recognized for
aggressively implementing a canal modernization
program to improve the efficiency and water
delivery service of the Colorado River Indian
Project (CRIP) near Parker. 

The CRIP delivers irrigation water to 80,000
acres of cropland. A deteriorating infrastructure
along with antiquated methods of water
management resulted in CRIT exceeding their
entitlement four out of eight years from 1989
through 1996. In 1989 CRIP suffered a
catastrophic failure where water could not be
delivered to users due to system inefficiency.

Since 1996, CRIT and BIA have aggressively
implemented a modernization program to
improve the efficiency of the CRIP, provide better
service to the water users, reduce diversions, and

strengthen CRIT’s economic base. 
CRIT and BIA plan to continue their efforts

at efficiency improvement and modernization.
Plans include rehabilitation of water control
structures; expansion of the SCADA system;
automation of major water control structures;
and on water measurement structures or devices
at all farm delivery points.

Tribal Councilwoman Cindy Homer and BIA officials
receive the Regional Water Conservation Award.

Career office set
to help students
for fall semester
By Valerie Welsh-Tahbo

The Career Development Office is ready for
the fall 2005 semester. Best wishes to all students
and their families for a successful semester.

CDO funded students are in Arizona (57),
California (five), Nevada (two), New Mexico
(one), Texas (one), New York (one), Indiana
(one), Hawaii (one), Kansas (three), Montana
(one), Utah (six) and Oklahoma (one). There
are currently 80 students attending 42 schools.

Applications for the Higher Education and
Adult Vocational Training (AVT) programs for
Spring 2006 are now being accepted. The
deadline is October 30, 2005 at 5 p.m.  Faxes will
be accepted until then for all documents
EXCEPT THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, which
must be mailed from the school and ordered
with payment by the applicant. Students or
parents will be required to use 2004 taxes in
order to complete the “Free Application for
Federal Student Aid” (FAFSA) to obtain the
“Student Aid Report” (SAR) required as listed.

The Higher Education Program is designed
for students who are pursuing an Associates (of
Arts or Science), Bachelors, Masters, or
Doctorate degree at an accredited college or
university. Funding is available for part-time (less
than 12.0 hours) and full-time (12.0 or more
hours).  Funding is not available for
correspondence coursework.

Higher Education paperwork includes:
1. Higher Education Application
2. Privacy Act Statement (Signatory page)
3. Official Transcript from last school

attended, must have a 2.00 cumulative grade
point average. (Impending raise to 2.50) or
scored 45 or higher on GED to be eligible.

4. Acceptance Letter to an accredited school.
5. Copy of Student Aid Report 

Please see CAREER, Page 11
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6. Financial Aid Needs Analysis
7. Certificate of Indian Blood
The AVT program is for

students who are pursuing a
Certificate, Diploma, or Association
of Applied/Occupation Science
degree at an accredited junior
college or training facility. Funding
is only available for full-time
students; the program is 24 months.

Adult Vocational Training
paperwork consists of the following:

1. AVT Application
2. Physical Exam and

Immunization Records
3. Official Transcript, for last

school attended. You must have a
2.00 cumulative GPA (pending raise

to 2.50) or scored a 45 (or higher)
on GED to be eligible.

4. Acceptance Letter from
accredited school.

5. Copy of Student Aid Report 
6. Financial Aid Needs Analysis
7. Certificate of Indian Blood
All tribal member high school

seniors of class 2006, be advised this
will be your last academic year to
bring your grade point average up
to qualify for Fall 2006 funding for
post-secondary education. 

Underclassmen (high school
Juniors, Sophomores and
Freshmen) please be advised that it
is not to early to start planning for
your college/technical career.

For more information, call the
Career Development Office at (800)
809-6207 or visit www.crit-cdo.com,
where forms, links, and e-mail
addresses can be found.

CAREER,
From Page 10

Ryan Huna Smith combines Native
American pride with pop culture

Ryan Huna Smith didn’t take art classes when
he was in school as a child. 

“I always loved art, and my friends and family
saw that and used to buy me supplies and books
on art,” he said. “That’s how I really got started.”

And now, Smith, a CRIT member living in
Tucson, is starting to become recognized as a
prominent Native American artist. 

Most recently, he was the featured artist at the
Prescott Indian Art Market in early July. His work
is particularly unique because of its use of almost
comic book-styled animation and artwork,
combined with a light and humorous approach.

“Being a Native and not being brought up
traditionally, I wanted to be connected to my
culture and explore that part of myself,” said
Smith, who is of Chemehuevi/Navajo descent. 

Smith started as a practicing artist when he
graduated from college in 1994, and attended
the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. 

He said that his influences include not only
his Native American background, but many
elements of pop culture, as well, including comic
books, Japanese animation and even the Star
Wars movies. 

“It’s interesting to hear other people describe
my style, but I guess if I had to, it would be
contemporary, but even then a very different and
new area of contemporary art,” he said. 

Smith uses several different mediums for his
art, but most commonly watercolor on paper or
acrylic on canvas. He especially likes working with
acrylic paints because it allows him to do larger
pieces. 

His diverse influences have created a style
that is particularly unique. 

“It comes from being Native American, not
just being Chemehuevi and Navajo but as a part
of Native American culture as a whole,” Smith
said. “I have a lot of pride in being part of a
people who were really on the verge of being
wiped out. We’re survivors, and I’m proud of

that. Even though my work is cartoonish, some
would say, there’s still this powerful pride that I
try to put into my work.”

He said he is working on a web site right now
where people can see his art. But he also has a
full-time job as program manager for the Upward
Bound program at Pima Community College,
which helps students from lower-income families
prepare for higher education. 

He’s also working on a children’s book in his
spare time, as well as continuing to explore his
art. He said that he’s given consideration to
becoming an artist full-time, but still enjoys his
regular work. 

Smith’s art can be viewed at a gallery in
Tucson called Bahti Indian Art, and he will
probably participate in some other Indian art
shows this fall and winter. 

He encouraged other Native American artists
to continue to practice their craft and express
themselves.  

“Just draw all the time,” he said. “Don’t let
people criticize you. If you really want to do
something, whether its art or something else, if
you really want to do something bad enough you
can achieve your goals.”

Those interested in Ryan Huna Smith’s art
may e-mail him at huna67@hotmail.com.

CRIT artist gains recognition for different approach

These works are examples of the combination of Native American influence and pop culture that makes the art of
CRIT member Ryan Huna Smith so unique.

“It comes from being Native American,
not just being Chemehuevi and Navajo but
as part of Native American culture as a
whole. I have a lot of pride in being part
of a people who were really on the verge
of being wiped out. We’re survivors, and
I’m proud of that.”

— Ryan Huna Smith

community can benefit from
gaming and economic
development. Currently, Senator
Battin and I are leading the fight
to ensure contributions made by
tribes to the Special Distribution
Fund (SDF) are not raided by the
state, but are in fact distributed
fairly for use by local governments.  

Q: What do you see as the
biggest issue Native Americans
face in the state government?

A: I believe tribes today should
continue to guard their
sovereignty and cultural heritage.
I am proud to have worked on
recent sacred sites legislation and

believe maintaining strong
ancestral ties is important — for
all people.  I am also concerned
with terms offered in some of the
new compacts being negotiating
that links tribal membership to
how much is paid to the state —
there are some areas that state
government involvement is
definitely not needed.

Q: If a tribal member would
like to contact you, what should
they do?

A: I can be reached at two
district offices — Cathedral City at
(760) 321-8522 or El Centro at
(760) 336-8912.  I can also be
reached in my Sacramento Capitol
office at (916) 319-2080, email at
Assemblywoman.Garcia@assembly.
ca.gov or through my Web site,
www.assembly.ca.gov/garcia.  

GARCIA,
From Page 4

               



that took the lands from CRIT without
compensation.

But 90 years later, thanks to the United States
Congress and the Bush Administration, the
“Colorado River Indian Reservation Boundary
Correction Act” has become a reality. Sponsored
by Congressman Raul Grijalva (D-Arizona) and
actively supported by Congressmen Flake, Renzi,
Hayworth and Pastor, as well as U.S. Senators
John McCain and Jon Kyl, the Act corrects this
historic injustice.  

“It is a great day for all our people. We’ve
been working for decades to have these lands
returned because we believe it is the fair and
right thing for the Federal Government to do,”
said Tribal Chairman Daniel Eddy, Jr. 

“We simply wanted to see a past wrong
corrected and have these lands returned to our
Tribe. We want to thank so many of our elected
officials in Arizona as well as the United States
Congress and the Administration for turning this
dream into a reality,” Eddy, Jr. said.

According to the legislation, two parcels
totaling 840 acres of Arizona State Trust land that
were created within the La Paz Lands along
Interstate 10 are not included in the transfer of
lands back to CRIT. The state would continue to
have ingress and egress along the interstate. 

The legislation also requires the maintenance

of all remaining mining claims and utility
easements on the site. Gaming is prohibited.

The 16,000 acres will now join CRIT’s other
270,000 acres of reservation and will now
comprise a new southern boundary.

CRIT members have conducted lengthy
letter-writing campaigns over the years to the
Department of the Interior in an effort to get the
lands back. 

However, the Department came to the
decision that they did not have the power to
overturn an executive order, and that Congress
or the president would have to do it.

The late U.S. Senator Barry Goldwater had
introduced legislation in 1980 and 1981 to give
the land back, but the legislation did not pass. 

When the Senate Indian Affairs Committee
considered the bill in 1981, Senator Goldwater
testified, “I feel very close to this because my
Grandfather settled in La Paz in 1860. At that
time, there was no question that it was Indian
land…So I feel very strongly about the Indians
and their regard for this land. 

“Just wanting land for whatever commercial
value may be involved is alright. But this is
ancestral land that Indians have long had a
proper claim to."

The Grijalva legislation was introduced in
2003, and marked the first attempt at a legislative
remedy in more than two decades. 

The bill passed the U.S. House of
Representatives last year but the U.S. Senate
adjourned before voting.
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The Manataba Messenger is a
publication of the Colorado

River Indian Tribes. 
If you have an idea, question,

suggestion, letter to the editor or
anything else you’d like to see in the
Manataba Messenger, call or write us...

Route 1, Box 23-B 
Parker, AZ  85344

(928) 669-1233 or (928) 669-1223
critnews@aol.com 

Also, for a comprehensive listing
of key tribal information, back issues
of The Manataba Messenger, tourism
information and other CRIT Tribal
information, visit the Tribes’ web site:

www.critonline.com

Don’t forget the 
October photo contest!

COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES
Colorado River Indian Reservation
Route 1, Box 23-B
Parker, AZ  85344
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We Want To Hear From You!

Advertise With Us!
Now you can reach the 3,500

members of the Colorado River
Indian Tribes directly. Manataba

Messenger, the official publication of
CRIT, is distributed by mail to all

members and at newsstands at
prominent locations throughout the

Parker area, including the BlueWater
Resort & Casino. 

For more information, please call
(928) 669-1233 or 669-1223.

“The vast majority of the businesses we have
on the reservation are complying with the new
tax structure,” said Rayford Patch, Director of the
CRIT Department of Revenue and Finance.
“There are just a handful that are not, and we’re
working with them to try to get them into
compliance.”

Patch said that the reaction from the

community has been generally positive. Many
businesses and taxpayers have said they believe
that CRIT has a right to collect taxes just like any
other government agency. 

The funds generated by these sales taxes,
which include restaurant, lodging, tobacco and
eventually liquor and business utilities, have been
earmarked by the Tribal Council to provide new
revenue for child and juvenile services. 

Patch said that the rest of the tax structure —
specifically the liquor and business utility taxes
— are likely to be implemented in the next 90
days. 

TAX,
From Page 1

Remember: You can always visit
us at www.critonline.com!

LANDS,
From Page 1

                         


